[image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ]
image7.png
FIRST DAY SUCCOT 1991

Rabbi Joseph Radinsky

PAGE SEVEN

They are confronting modernity  They do not know how much of their
traditional culture they can save and how much of modernity they

have to absorb and they are in turmoil Instead of concentrating

on these 7 elements in order to make their society just and right,
instead they have latched onto Istael as a scapegoat for all their
problems, the traditional role, not a scapegoat of an individual

Jew but of a Jew as a nation. As we enter into the peace negotiations
it is important that Israel remember that there probably will never

be peace between her and her neighbors until they become a democractic

society and until all these stratas of society, these 7 elements

of society are incorporated within Arab societry

I am reminded of the story they tell about a computer salesman who
goes up to heaven He gets to the gate and Gabriel looks at the
record and says he can go either place. The man said he did not

know where he should go  Gabriel said he would show him a video.

He showed him heaven and how everybody was sitting around with white
coats and singing songs It looked pretty dull He saw what they
were doing down below. They were in a hot place but they were eating
and singing and dancing in some sort of bars It looked more enjoyable
s0 he said he would go down below. Immediately when he got below

he was grabbed by a bunch of devils and was forced to work in these
terrible hot pits. He turned to these devils and said, "What's going
on here? That's not what I saw in the video." They said, "Oh, you

' There is no shortcut to peace

must have seen one of our demo videos.
between nations and peace within institutions unless the society has
these 7 elements They will not be able to have peace Let us hope and

pray that these 7 elements will soon be found in the Arab countries so that

they can quickly make peace with Israel
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The rabbis tell us that there are 7 mitzvahs that are connected with
Succot, that if we would observe these 7 mitzvahs that are connected
with Succot that we would be able to bring peace in the world, peace

in our country, peace in our home, and peace in all our imstitutions,
that the 7 mitzvahs associated with Succot are the succah, itself,

the lulav and esrog, and in addition to the esrog and lulav we also
have the myrtle, the hadas, and the arova, the willow, and then you
have the mitzvah of simcha, of rejoicing, and the mitzvah of hageega,
which is a formal ceremonial type of rejoicing. They used to refer

to the bringing of the korban, the sacrifice, in the Temple. The

rabbi also tell us that there are 7 types of tzadikim which have

to be in the world, that in order for society to be stable there

have to be 7 types of people in the society who will lend their talents
to the society so that there can be peace in the society and peace

in the institutions and peace throughout the whole world  They say
that there have to be people who are comparable to the sun, to the
moon, to the firmament, to the stars, to lightning, that they have

to also be comparable to the menorah that came out of the Temple

and to a rose, that all these types of illuminations must exist in

the world if there is to be peace in the world and peace in our institutions

and peace in our countries

If we look carefully we will also notice that there are 7 guests

that we invite into our succah, which of course correspond to the

7 days of Succot We invite into our succah Avraham, Yitzchak, Yaacov,
Yosef, Moshe, Aaron, and David 1f we look carefully at all these

3 elements we will see that they are telling us something very important

They are telling us about what we need to have in society because
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each of these 7 individuals had special qualities. There are, of
course, many other great people in Jewish history but they were not

included. Only these 7 were because they were the archtypes of different

traits which are needed if a society is to endure

First of all, you have to have people who stand out, who are beacons
Avraham is known as the Har, as a mountain He would be the lulav

which stands out above all else. Abraham would be the sun who illuminates
the world with his wonderful ideals Ideals can be dangerous, though,
because they have to be implemented in the real world. Abraham and

Sarah stand for the ideals that exist in the world. We need ideals,

and Abraham was a fighter Everybody could be on one side and he

could be on the other but he was going to stick up for his ideals

That, of course, is what the word Ivri means: he is on one side

and everybody else is on the other side.

In addition to ideals, we also have to have the moon, those people

who reflect ideals, those people who are similar to Yitzchak, who

do not make a big noise in the world, but who live day in and day

out the ideals of Abraham in real life situations. These are the
Arovah. The Arovah does not smell or taste, and you would think

that it is not really needed but it is needed. These are the foot
soldiers  These are the people who live the ideals of Judaism in
their daily life without making a big noise They are not great
scholars. They are common, ordinary people who cannot give big charitable
donations  They do not have it, but they are good family people

They keep the moral code. Day in and day out they do what is required
in this world Unfortunately, we see that this group is diminishing

in America today I know from being in the rabbinate for more than
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30 years that there are an awful lot of good people in the world.

I especially see that when I prepare for funerals and visit with

the families. You can see how different individuals have contributed
day in and day out to their families going to work every morning,
giving their paycheck to their wife, being a good father, being there
when they are needed They did not write any big books or make any
big discoveries They were not outstanding leaders, but that is

not what is really necessary in order to form a just society Yes,
we need Abrahams but we also need a lot of Yitzchaks We need a

lot of people who just do their duty day in and day out, unsung heroes
Unfortunately, today we see that that is not fashionable. Also in
our economic climate ordinary, plain, hard working people, factory
workers, low income workers who are just making ends meet, they have
a difficult time maintaining Jewish values in our society because

it costs so much to be a Jew today in monetary terms, etc.

The third strata that we need is the strata of the firmament. The
firmament is what diffues light throughout all the world. The light
of the sun hits the atmosphere and is diffused throughout the whole
world. That, of course, is Jacob. Yaacov went from one end of the
world to the other that he knew at that time, from Egypt to Mesopotamia
to Israel, and in every place he was able to maintain himself as

a Jew He was able to maintain himself as a Jew because he was always
excellent in everything that he did He was luxuriant in what he

did, fruitful in what he did. He stood out in what he did. That,

of course, is what the myrtle stands for That, of course, is what

we have to do In America to keep Jews. We have to have Jews who

have an excellent Jewish education and an excellent secular education
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so that, therefore, they can excel in the world We see that we
have produced a fine crop of these young people and we can see that
in our chapel with it overflowing today. What's more, we see that
even reflected on television where one of the popular Rosie O'Neil
her boss wears a yarmulka all the time We see that in order to
make it in America you have to have an excellent secular education
and an excellent Jewish education; otherwise it is almost impossible
to make it. This, of course, means problems because then there is
nobody who wants to be the butchers or shamuses or sofreem. People
do not even want to be the rabbis and the teachers. It is a difficult
proposition Also it means that in order to be a Jew in America

you have to be very smart and you have to be rich and you have to

be part of the elite. It is a very difficult proposition, but, of

course, we need this strata of society in addition to the foot soldier

and in addition to the man of high ideals

Then we have the fourth strata which is the lightning These are
the unusual leaders who come out of nowhere, like Yosef. Yosef was
a person of great intellectual attainment, of great intuition who
was able to stand up against the pressures of an alien society.

He was a person who came out of nowhere, like today we see Ben Gurion
and Hertzl and great rabbinic scholars, Rabbi Moshe Feinstein, and
we see other people, Yosef Soloveitchik. We see other people and
brilliance that comes out of nowhere. We do not know where it comes
from, but G-d always supplies us these types of leaders. They are
exceptional. They come out like flashes of lightning in the sky.
This, of course, is what the esrog stands for The esrog is apart
from the rest of us, but it is contained. It means great works and

great fragrence All of a sudden some people will come out of nowhere
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We do not even know how they come or where they come or where the

Gedolim arrives from, etc., but we need to have this type of leadership,

too.

Then we have a fifth category and it is supplied by Moshe Rabbeinu
Moshe Rabbeinu is a symbol of the succah. He stands for the teachings
of the Torah We have to have people who immerse themselves in Torah,
who understand the way the Torah operates and who are willing to
teach the common people. They do not stay in ivory towers. They
g0 out among the people and are willing to teach the people. Unfortunately,
we have a dearth of people who are willing to go into teaching, into
teaching our children It is very difficult to get good teachers
It is very difficult even to get people to be rabbis, but we need
these type of people to go out and spend their life trying to teach

the people and elevate their religious practices.

In addition to that, we have to have impressive ceremonies, that
people are drawn to Judaism because it pulls at their heart People
need ceremonies. People need to feel important, and that, of course,
is the role of Aaron and that is the role of the Hageegah. Unless
people have these impressive ceremonies they will be drawn to war
because war makes a person feel important. It gives him a uniform,

a rank It tells him that he is doing something for the sake of

his family, for the sake of his nation, for the sake of his ideals,
and all the pageantry that surrounds war We saw this with the Gulf
War and how people love a parade and being made to feel important
This is a problem with human nature, that unless we give them a substitute

for this type of comaraderie and feeling of importance they will
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revert to war in order to gainm it It is a known fact that in wartime
mental illness goes way down. People feel they are part of something

greater than themselves That, of course, was Aaron's role and the

Hageegah role on Succot

Then you have the final element and that is the rose  The rose exists
among the thorns People have to see that what is a worthy endeavor
in life is to overcome your own problems. Dovid had so many problems
He and David were surrounded by so many problems all his life, and

yet he produced the Psalms. He produced that great literature that
speaks to the heart of all mankind. That is the rose among the thorns
We have to have a group of people who know that no matter what the
problems are there is hope. You can overcome things. You do not

have to feel you are an outcast and alienated. You do not have to
start revolutions or take out your vengeance at society by crime

and violence. You can overcome the problems and inequities of life
and the bad things that have happened to you. You can overcome them
You can make something better of yourself. You can look at all the
problems of life as challenges and not as terrible putdowns and terrible

destructive forces against you

These are the 7 types of people that we need in society if a society

is to have peace This is what we need in the world, too. Unfortunately,
there are many nations in the world today who are still drawn to

war They feel the only way they can unite their people is through

war, that the only way they can bring society together is if they

have someone they can hate. This, of course, is what has happened

in the Middle East where the Arabs are suffering from great problems




